(God’s Evcrlasting (_ovenant

Presen’cs

Is Ti"iis Fo"owing (5-d?

During (Golda Meir's administration she sent Secretarg of Sate iﬂenrg Kissinger aletter.
]n the letter she made the comment: “5/}7C6ﬂOU are JCWI:S/I,ﬂOU should treat us better”

Kissinger wrote back saying, « First | am an American, second [ am §ecrctary ofﬁtatc, and
third [ am a ch.” (Golda rePIicci, “In Jsracl we read from r{g/zt to left”

The realitg is the exci'iange between them reflects a long stariciirig sad state of affairs among
Jews, esPeciaiig in America. Most tend not to think of ourselves as Jews first. We rank our

Jewishness behind nationality, title and in many cases i:amilg Position‘

Survegs have shown angwhere from 60— 75% of Jews in the (15 feel no connection with
|srael. Mang of these same chs attend synagogue, wear a tallit, sing the Shema and
observe numerous outward motions of being a Jew, 961: we seem to have Forgotteri G—ci made
us [1is Chosen by establishing [His covenant with us and giving us [His Ho]y | and, which
includes His Holy City, Jerusalem,

In Genesis 17:7-8 [(5-d sPeaking to Abraham] «/ will establish my covenant as an cvcr[ast/ng
covenant between me and gJou and gour descendents after you for t/tc gcneratlbns to come to
be your G—d and the G—a’ of your descendents after you. Tﬁc whole land of Canaan, where

Yyou are now an a//cn, / will gfvc as an cvcr/astlhg Posscssfon to you and your descendents

after you, and / will be their G~a’ 7

l]c we are attenciing 6~d’s Piaces of worsl'iiP, singing the 5hema, i(eeping G~ci’s icestivals,
honoring G-d’s Sabbath, and fasting on Yom Kippur, how can we do all these things and not
have any connection with (G-d’s [oly | and of |srael 7 \What are the words of our holiest
prayer, the Shema 7 Hear O Jsrael the | -rd our Gd, the [_-rd is One.”

An indication of how far we have strageci is excmpliicieci bg the fact that 77% of America’s
Jews voted for Barrack Obama - a man who was quoteci ina NY 7 imes interview saying
“FHamas has /cg/’t/}natc claims with [srael” Are Jews aware that [{amas’s charter says it will

never accept |sracks rigl‘it to exist, and the onig accePtabie method of dealing with [sraclis



tl‘xroughjil‘wad? r‘lave Jews taken note of the fact tl'leg voted for a candidate who received
close to 90% of America’s Muslim vote?

What is happening among us today 7 Why are so many so willing to deny so much about who
we are ? \We have been blessed with a sPccial role in human historg. We, not any others, were
chosen to bring humanitg the | aw, and the Commandments which the Jucleo~C]'1ristian world
lives }33. (5-d is still not finished with us and |srael.

No other People in human history were dispersed tl‘wroughout the nations for 2,000 years
on19 to return to their original homeland and become a nation again. The scope of such a
miracle surpasses events of biblical times. Many believe this has triggered the countdown of

the coming Messiah.

[t's understandable in todag’s world, with all that’s going on, and the need to stay focused on
our responsibilities as bread winners, parents and various other endeavors, much gets put on
the back burner, or doesn’t get done at all. [However, hcyou are a Jew, do you think the Bible
is just some book written strictly for entertainment purposes by a bunch of smelly guys with
beards and sandals a !ong time ago because they had nothing better to do? G~cl chose
specific people to reveal himself through. [is message is timeless, and for reasons only e
knows, e chose one people to be [is, and one land to be His. We are those people and
the land [Te chose is [T retz Yisrael. [is story and [Tis Word comes to us through one book
~The Bible. (5-d makes our status clearin [ xodus 22 : 31~ “you are to be my Ao{ypcop/c.”
The P]ﬂgsical manifestation of our sPiritua] home is not of our own choosing (G-d made the

choice for us. His choice is |srael. [(Genesis 1 7.7-8]

| et me ask a question~

Do the Mus!ims [especiany the Fundamentalists] Place their nationa]itg, career, orFamily
Position ahead of being Muslim? No. Being a Mus]im is first and foremost. As chs itis
critical for the continued existence of |srael and for the survival of our PcoPIe that we not be
afraid or embarrassed to live ourlives as (5-d intended. Nor should we support attempts to
assimilate with those who wish to see our demise.

This does not require hatred of others,just the wi”ingness to stand up for ourselves. How
are we to gain the respect of others if too many of us are unwi”ing torespect ourselves }35

denging who we are, or bcing aPologists, or saying we all pray to the same god?

If being a Jew has any real meaning to us, our sPiritual home |srael should also mean
somcthing to us. |nstead of ignoring |srael and Placing bcingJewish third or fourth on the list
of how we iclenthcy ourselves, it should be first. Especia”y c{uring these times when anti-



Semitism is at record l’n’ghs because [srael Fina”g chose to take action against unabated

terrorism and strike back at an enemy committed to it’s annihilation.

Since the (S and |srael have new leadership there will be renewed efforts to address the
conflict. Once again |sracl will be pressured into dividing the land (5-d gave [is Chosen and
ordained as [ Jis Ho]g | and. Yet we know this is not what (5-d wants. | ook at |~ xodus 23:
B31~33-% ... / will hand over to you the ,ocop/c who live in the land and you will drive them out
before gou. Do not make a covenant with them or with their goc/s. Do not et them live in your
Jand, or i'/n:y will cause you to sin against me, because the wors/ulb of their goc/s will ccrtain/‘y

be a snare to you. ”

And should dividing the land be imposcd upon |srael (G-d Provicies aclear warning, about what
will ha ppen. Jocl 3 : 2 says-~ af wf//gatﬁcra//natfons ana’bn’n‘g them down to the Va//cy of
Jc/705/73/9/73t. T here [ will enterinto jua/gmcnt against them concerning my inheritance, my
Ioco,o/c /5/2::[ for t/n:y scattered my Pcop/c among the nations and divided up my fand.”

These very words come from G~d Almightg and are written in His f‘lolﬁ Book.

|f we are unwilling to identify ourselves as Jews, and not interested in (5-d's [oly |_and, and
not following (G-d’s word, the question begs- is this following (5-d?

We cannot worshiP both the world and (G-d. [f we worship the world and ignore (5-d, one
thing we can be sure of- [ e will not ignore us. At a time of [is choosing [e will surely

remind us, ....... and it will not be a welcome reminder.
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